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Defining Scholarly 
Communication 



ARL 

The Players 
•  Researchers/Authors/ 
•      Readers 
•  Libraries 
•  Publishers 

–  Scholarly societies 
–  University presses 
–  Commercial enterprises 

•  Academic administrators 
•  Students 

  

•  Taxpayers 
•  Non-profit 

organizations 
•  Government agencies 
•  Funding agencies 
•  Legislators at 

national and state 
government levels 
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Issues and Trends  

•  Open Scholarship 
– Open access 
– Open data 
– Open textbooks/teaching materials 

•  Digital Repositories 
•  Licensing and Bundles 
•  Library Publishing 
•  Copyright and Author Rights 
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The Trend Towards Open 

•  Open access 
•  Open data 
•  Open educational resources 

http://www.arl.org/focus-areas/open-scholarship 
http://www.sparc.arl.org/issues 
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First Open Access 
Statements 

•  Budapest Open Access Initiative 
www.soros.org/openaccess/ 

•  Bethesda Statement on Open Access 
Publishing 

www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm 

•  The Wellcome Trust 
www.wellcome.ac.uk/en/1/awtvispolpub.html 

•  Berlin Declaration on Open Access to 
Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities 

www.zim.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/ berlindeclaration.html 
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The Means 
Two approaches: 
 
Open-access journals – require alternative 
business models to replace subscription-based 
models (the gold road) 
 
Open-access archives – publicly available 
digital repositories, exist alongside traditional 
publishing (the green road) 
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How open is it? 
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How open is it? 
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What about research 
institutions? 
 
What will, or should, the future 
scholarly communications system look 
like? First, every university that 
produces research should have a 
publishing strategy.!

 
Ithaka Report, 2007 
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Open Access and the 
Academy 
 
“Open access serves scholarly communication by: 
facilitating text-mining; data and literature integration; 
construction of large- scale knowledge structures; and 
creation of co-laboratories that integrate the scholarly 
literature directly into knowledge creation and analysis 
environments… 
It also honors our commitments to the democratization 
of teaching, learning, scholarship, and access to 
knowledge throughout our society and globally.” 
 
- Clifford Lynch, CNI, Closing comments, ARL/CNI/SPARC Public Access 
Forum, October 20, 2006 
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Initial Research Library 
Strategies 

•  Outreach and education on open 
access and attendant issues 

•  Development of and support for 
institutional and disciplinary 
repositories 
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Faculty Activism 

www.arl.org/sparc 13 
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Deposit Policies 

www.arl.org/sparc	   14 
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Author Rights 
•  To publish and distribute a work in print or 

other media 
•  To reproduce it (e.g., through 

photocopying) 
•  To prepare translations or other derivative 

works 
•  To perform or display the work publicly  
•  To authorize others to exercise any of 

these rights 

 
www.arl.org/sparc	   15 
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Actions/Advocacy 
•  NIH Public Access Policy 

•  2014 Omnibus Appropriations Bill  
 

•  The Fair Access to Science and Technology Research 
Act of 2013 (FASTR) 
 

•  Executive Directive on Increasing Access to the 
Results of Federally Funded Scientific Research 
 

•  Oppose Section 302 of the proposed FIRST Act 
 

•  Support the Affordable College Textbook Act 
 

http://www.sparc.arl.org/advocacy/national    
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NIH Public Access Policy 
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SHARE: SHared Access 
Research Ecosystem 

•  Partnership between Higher Education 
Associations 
– Association of American Universities 
– Association of Public and Land-grant 

Universities 
– Association of Research Libraries 

•  Manage their digital assets 
•  Serve as a response to the 2013 White 

House directive on public access to 
federally funded research and data 
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It’s an Ecosystem 

Researchers 

Scholarly 
Societies 

 
 
 

Research 
Institutions 

Libraries 

Funding 
Agencies 

Publishers 
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What problem are we 
trying to solve? 

•  Current funder workflows have 20+ steps 
•  Multiple funders = tangle of compliance 

requirements and procedures 
•  Potential to overwhelm PI’s and their 

administrative assistants 
•  Single deposit workflow = more research 

time, less hassle 
•  Better compliance = more information to 

be discovered, reused, and mined 
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Open Data 
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Other Issues 

•  Licensing and the marketplace 
•  Business models for open access 
•  University/library publishing 
•  New forms of publishing and 

dissemination of scholarship 



ARL 

Open Educational 
Resources 

•  Open Educational Resources are 
teaching, learning, and research 
resources released under an open 
license that permits their free use and 
repurposing by others.  OERs can be 
full courses, course materials, lesson 
plans, open textbooks, learning objects, 
videos, games, tests, software, or any 
other tool, material, or technique that 
supports access to knowledge.  
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Current Research Library 
Open Access Activities 

•  Education and outreach 
–  Supporting campus open access movement 

(COAPI)  
–  Providing information on copyright and author 

rights management 
•  Offering publishing services 

–   (e.g., Library Publishing Coalition) 
•  Hosting and Managing Digital Content 

–  Extending repository services 
–  Digitizing content 

•  Support Research Management, 
Assessment, and Impact 
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